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[bookmark: _Hlk105414273]UK Athletics operates under a comprehensive set of anti‑doping rules that all athletes, coaches, and support personnel are required to follow. These rules are fully aligned with the UK Anti‑Doping (UKAD) policy.

Following the introduction of the updated Anti‑Doping Policy in 2021, UKAD also launched the Assurance Framework. This framework provides National Governing Bodies with a structured way to demonstrate compliance with anti‑doping requirements. Built around mandatory criteria, completing and regularly reviewing the framework enables us to strengthen our commitment to ensuring that athletics remains a Clean Sport.
Effective delivery against the Assurance Framework in Scotland depends on strong collaboration with athletes, coaches, clubs, and the wider athletics community, along with key partners such as UK Athletics, sportscotland, and Team Scotland.

Over the past year, and in partnership with UKA, we have continued to review and ensure compliance with each criterion of the framework.

scottishathletics Areas of Work for 2025/26

· Ongoing compliance with the Assurance Framework, including annual review and feedback.
· Submission of the 2026 Information Gathering Survey to UKAD (due December 2025).
· Updating and securing approval for the 2024–26 implementation plan (initial update completed September 2024; next update in progress).
· Delivering education to National Academy athletes, coaches, and parents at the first camp in November 2025: 
· Clean Sport Part 1 for Year 1
· Clean Sport Part 2 for Year 2
· Maintaining delivery capacity, currently supported by one qualified education tutor (additional resource under discussion).
· Reviewing and updating UKAD‑provided signposting and infographics on the scottishathletics website.
· Recruitment of National Team staff, including ensuring all personnel complete mandatory Clean Sport education for 2025 National Team opportunities.
· Monitoring and confirming that all Performance Foundations athletes and coaches have completed UKAD’s mandatory Compete Clean+ online course.
· Sharing reminders via communication channels regarding the release of WADA’s 2025 Prohibited List.
· Updating wording within new policies and procedures to ensure alignment with anti‑doping requirements.
· Monthly coordination with the communications team on UKAD‑related social media and communications activity.



Additional Update for the Board
On 6 November 2025, scottishathletics met with UKAD to review the legal requirements of the Assurance Framework. Areas reviewed included:
· Confirmation that scottishathletics has adopted the UK Anti‑Doping Rules, or other UKAD‑approved, Code‑compliant rules.
· Evidence demonstrating how our anti‑doping rules are binding on all Athletes, Athlete Support Personnel, and all other relevant individuals under our jurisdiction.
· Ensuring all written agreements with Athletes, Athlete Support Personnel, and other relevant persons (including staff involved in Doping Control) include provisions confirming: 
1. Agreement to be bound by our anti‑doping rules.
2. Commitment to cooperate with Code‑compliant anti‑doping investigations and proceedings.
· Ensuring that any licence, membership, or one‑off event or competition entry binds Athletes and/or Athlete Support Personnel to our anti‑doping rules for a minimum of 12 months from the start of their membership or the date of the event.
· Having a clear mechanism that allows athletes to officially confirm retirement from competition.

UKAD has provided a set of actions following the information submitted, and we are currently working through these and must be completed by the 30th June. 

There has also been an UKAD education review at UKA, and we are awaiting further information on this.




Questions for the Board

Should Scottishathletics make UKAD education mandatory for all athletes to be selected for national teams?
