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JMcD/

24 July, 2013
Dear Promoter

scottishathletics Permitted Events

Cross Country, Road, Trail and Hill Races / Track and Field Events

October 2013 to March 2014
I am writing to invite you to apply for a scottishathletics permit for your event which you organised during the winter season last year and which you may be arranging again during the period October 2013 to March 2014.

I enclose a copy of our Permit Application form and would be grateful if you could complete this, using a separate form for each event – please photocopy extra forms as required – and return to the scottishathletics office for consideration by Friday 30 August, 2013.  A copy of the Application Form and related paperwork can be found at http://www.scottishathletics.org.uk/index.php?p=154
The Winter fixture list will be available on our website in late September 2013.

As a scottishathletics permitted event your event will be:-

· automatically included on the scottishathletics web site at www.scottishathletics.org.uk  An event entry form and event results can also be posted on the web site if these are supplied by e-mail attachment in text, excel or pdf format to admin@scottishathletics.org.uk
· covered by Public Liability Insurance to a value of £50 million for all competitors, officials and race organizers under the UK athletics master policy.

The website Fixture List ensures wide publicity for your event and assists in attracting entries.  The scottishathletics web site receives over 800 unique visits per day and the website over 70,000 hits per month consequently a number of Road Races are booking advertising banners on the scottishathletics homepage.  If you are interested in booking an advertising pod please contact my colleague sue.gyford@scottishathletics.org.uk
To assist in planning for your event, details of the provisional dates for scottishathletics Championships and other events (Cross Country, Road and Indoor Track and Field) for Winter 2013/14 are included on the permit form.

Organisers are reminded that scottishathletics is the sole permitting authority for all amateur athletics events in Scotland.  No similar authority has been delegated to any other organisation, therefore to be certain that your event has the necessary insurance cover and conforms to the UK Athletics rules for competition, please complete and return your application form by Friday 30 August.
Permits are free to bona-fide organisers from Clubs and Associate organisations affiliated to scottishathletics.  Race Organisers or Event Promoters may also affiliate to scottishathletics for an annual fee of £50.  Please note that although this bestows no voting rights it does mean that Event Promoters will receive all permits free of charge for a year.  Where appropriate an ‘Affiliation Application’ pro-forma is attached, please complete this and return with your completed Permit Application Form(s) and the £50 affiliation fee.  Once the completed information is received I will ensure your events are registered.  Please note that all event promoters, whether from within or outside Scotland, will require to become affiliate members of scottishathletics if they wish their event(s) to be permitted.  As mentioned above, permits will continue to be free to Clubs and Associate organisations affiliated to scottishathletics.

Please note the requirement for all promoters to carry out a Risk Assessment for their event(s) and to return results and levies as soon as possible after the event and certainly within 28 days of the event.  Relevant guidelines and a Risk Assessment pro forma are on our website and can be supplied if requested.  Please note that it is our view that the waiver each runner completes on an entry form cannot completely absolve an organiser from possible liability for injury or death.  The legal test will be whether the event organiser has taken ‘reasonable’ steps for their safety.  We believe that following the risk assessment procedures ensures that race organisers have been reasonable.  I hope, at the same time, that we have kept procedures and paperwork as simple and unintimidating as we can.  We hope also that you will find the reassurance of the £50m worth of public liability cover through the UK Athletics policy to be a weight off your mind in an era where the public are more litigious.

Also on our website is a listing of Permit Standards for Road Races that should be completed and returned with the Permit Application Form and will be a useful aide memoire when organising your event.  A Road Race Medical Return Form is also available along with a copy of the Medical Information to be printed on the reverse of the race number for completion by the runner.
scottishathletics is offering a series of benefits to organisers of permitted events .  If you wish to find out how to take advantage of the benefits listed below please contact John McDonald on 0131 539 7320 or admin@scottishathletics.org.uk
Benefits:-

· Up-to-date Club Secretary database to enable race organisers to provide race details and entry forms to Clubs;

· Scottish Championship status for those races that can demonstrate they are the very best at their distance;

· Nil return on levies for races with an entry fee of £2 or less.
* Promoters wishing their results to appear on the scottishathletics web site should send results in text, excel or pdf format to admin@scottishathletics.org.uk from where they will be uploaded onto the site.  .

scottishathletics Membership Benefits - As the scottishathletics Membership Scheme is the most comprehensive in the UK there are no reciprocal arrangements in place that allow athletes who are members of Clubs elsewhere in the UK to benefit from the £2 discount.  Therefore all athletes who are not members of scottishathletics must pay a levy of £2 to enter and participate in Scottish events.  

May I remind promoters who have not returned results and/or levies from their events in Winter 2012/13 that permits may not be issued for their event for Winter 2013/14.  I would also appreciate early receipt of any outstanding levies.

I look forward to your continued co-operation and to receiving completed permit application form(s) by 30 August.

Thank you for your continued support.  Good Luck.

John McDonald

Administrator

Encl.

Please note Return Address for Permit Applications is Scottish Athletics, Caledonia House, South Gyle, Edinburgh EH12 9DQ or admin@scottishathletics.org.uk
